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cannon shot, followed by machine-gun fire, my first thought
was for Rory.   I hoped they would not kill him.
Everybody in the hotel appeared in the corridors in their
night attires, sleepily asking for information. The night porter
knew nothing. At 6 a.m. artillery fire mingled with the sound
of church bells. A serene housemaid went about her morning
business with a carpet sweeper, quite unconcerned. When she
brought me a cup of tea I questioned her in the way people
do who desire information but have little hopes of getting
any.
" Do you think it's the Free State troops who are firing ? "
I asked.
" It surely are," she answered.
" They fire very badly/* I said, knowing that they ought to
go tap-tap-tap instead of rr-i-p,
" Ah, they fire quickly so as not to kill so many people/*
she explained. I was sure she had a relation in the Free
State army. Maybe she was the daughter of a Free State
general.
" I wonder how many casualties there are already ? " I said
more to myself than to her.
" Ach, they won't be having casualties before twelve/' she
declared emphatically. But she was wrong. At nine o'clock I
was at Doctor Oliver Gogarty's. (The " arch-mocker " as
George Moore wrote of him, " the author of all the jokes that
enable us to live in Dublin.") He was not up. Dublin was
blase about gun-firing—but I made him get up and take me in
his car down to the quays. There was a good crowd and the
rifle bullets came whistling close and chipping off bits of the wall
next to us, A bullet whizzing too near made the crowd retreat
like one man, but only to surge back again. We might have
been dodging sea spray on a pier. It is extraordinary with
what fatalism one can place oneself in danger; the other fellow
may be hit, but oneself, impossible.
The quays were so animated that it might have been a
Bank holiday. A wave of republicanism predominated. " It
isn't fair/' I heard on every side, " it isn't fair, thtere are too
many against them —" and, "Do you mind.now, it's the
British Government putting Collins up to this."

